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burning question, Pitt, then Chancellor of the Exchequer,
speaking for the Government, declared in Parliament that the
dealer had a right to come between the producer and the con-
sumer and make what he could at the expense of either. There-
after, although the law on the subject was not repealed until
1844, it quickly fell into disuse.

The year 1800 appeared then to have marked the close of the
policy directed to secure fair prices as between producer and
consumer. Thereafter, dealers became established with the
tacit support of the law, and there then sprang up the highly
artificial and costly marketing system which, accompanied by
perpetual vacillation of prices, has prevailed for over a century.
Men of the peasant class suffered more than the large farmers
from the dominance of the dealers, who were also often their
money-lenders. It appears also that some country bankers
inclined to finance the dealer rather than the cultivator, and
so helped to increase the former's power. Internal free trade
being then established there followed, at the instance of the
industrialists, the opening of the home market to importers of
foreign food; this policy ultimately resulted in the importers
securing what was substantially a first claim on the home mar-
ket. Owing to this combination of circumstances prices vacil-
lated wildly, farming became a gamble, and every branch of
the industry suffered in turn. At first it was the labourers who
were impoverished, but later the farmers and landowners
were also affected. In such an atmosphere of intensive competi-
tion, dominated on the one hand by the importations of food
and on the other by the dealers, who were sometimes farmers
themselves and often money-lenders, agricultural co-opera-
tion had not the same opportunity that it had in continental
countries.

It may be noted in conclusion that whilst it was the influence
of commercial ideas that caused the ruling classes in the later
years of the sixteenth century to initiate the policy that led to
the destruction of the peasantry, and the creation of a new
agricultural life, it was the development of those same ideas,
when commercialism became even more powerful in the nine-